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include facilities for training students 
when the equipment is not powered to 
emit ionizing radiation, e.g., practice 
in setting controls and positioning of 
patients. 

Formal training means training or 
education, including either didactic or 
clinical practicum or both, which has a 
specified objective, planned activities 
for students, and suitable methods for 
measuring student attainment, and 
which is offered, sponsored, or ap-
proved by an organization or institu-
tion which is able to meet or enforce 
these criteria. 

Ionizing radiation means any electro-
magnetic or particulate radiation (X- 
rays, gamma rays, alpha and beta par-
ticles, high speed electrons, neutrons, 
and other nuclear particles) which 
interacts with atoms to produce ion 
pairs in matter. 

Licensed practitioner means a licensed 
doctor of medicine, osteopathy, den-
tistry, podiatry, or chiropractic. 

Licensure means the process by which 
an agency of State government grants 
permission to persons meeting pre-
determined qualifications to engage in 
an occupation. 

Nuclear medicine technologist means a 
person other than a licensed practi-
tioner who prepares and administers 
radio-pharmaceuticals to human 
beings and conducts in vivo or in vitro 
detection and measurement of radioac-
tivity for medical purposes. 

Permit means an authorization issued 
by a State for specific tasks or prac-
tices rather than the entire scope of 
practice in an occupation. 

Radiation therapy technologist means a 
person other than a licensed practi-
tioner who utilizes ionizing radiation- 
generating equipment for therapeutic 
purposes on human subjects. 

Radiographer means an individual 
other than a licensed practitioner who 
(1) performs, may be called upon to per-
form, or who is licensed to perform a 
comprehensive scope of diagnostic 
radiologic procedures employing equip-
ment which emits ionizing radiation, 
and (2) is delegated or exercises respon-
sibility for the operation of radiation- 
generating equipment, the shielding of 
patient and staff from unnecessary ra-
diation, the appropriate exposure of 
radiographs, or other procedures which 

contribute to any significant extent to 
the site or dosage of ionizing radiation 
to which a patient is exposed. 
Radiographers are distinguished from 
personnel whose use of diagnostic pro-
cedures is limited to a few specific 
body sites and/or standard procedures, 
from those personnel in other clinical 
specialties who may occasionally be 
called upon to assist in diagnostic radi-
ology, and from those technicians or 
assistants whose activities do not, to 
any significant degree, determine the 
site or dosage of radiation to which a 
patient is exposed. 

Radiologist means a physician cer-
tified in radiology by the American 
Board of Radiology or the American 
Osteopathic Board of Radiology. 

§ 75.3 Applicability. 
(a) Federal Government. Except as pro-

vided in section 983 of the Act, the 
credentialing standards set out in the 
Appendixes to this part apply to those 
individuals who administer or propose 
to administer radiologic procedures, in 
each department, agency and instru-
mentality of the Federal Government 
as follows: 

(1) Radiographer Standards apply to 
all individuals who are radiographers 
as defined in § 75.2 and who are not 
practitioners excepted by the Act. 

(2) Nuclear Medicine Technologist 
Standards apply to all individuals who 
are nuclear medicine technologists as 
defined in § 75.2, who perform in vivo 
nuclear medicine procedures, and who 
are not practitioners excepted by the 
Act. For purposes of this Act, any ad-
ministration of radiopharmaceuticals 
to human beings is considered an in 
vivo procedure. 

(3) Radiation Therapy Technologist 
Standards apply to all individuals who 
perform radiation therapy and who are 
not practitioners excepted by the Act. 

(4) Dental Hygienist Standards apply 
to all dental hygienists who perform 
dental radiography. 

(5) Dental Assistant Standards apply to 
all dental assistants who perform den-
tal radiography. 

(6) The following persons are deemed 
to have met the requirements of these 
standards: 

(i) Persons employed by the Federal 
government as radiologic personnel 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 08:13 Nov 16, 2011 Jkt 223181 PO 00000 Frm 00515 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\223181.XXX 223181w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
3T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



506 

42 CFR Ch. I (10–1–11 Edition) Pt. 75, App. A 

prior to the effective date of this regu-
lation and who show evidence of cur-
rent or fully satisfactory performance 
or certification of such from a licensed 
practitioner: 

(ii) Uniformed military personnel 
who receive radiologic training from or 
through the Armed Forces of the 
United States and who meet standards 
established by the Department of De-
fense or components thereof, provided 
that those standards are determined by 
such Department or component to offer 
equivalent protection of patient health 
and safety: 

(iii) Foreign national employed by 
the Federal government in positions 
outside of the United States who show 
evidence of training, experience, and 
competence determined by the employ-
ing agency to be equally protective of 
patients health and safety; and 

(iv) Persons first employed by the 
Federal government as radiologic per-
sonnel after the effective date of this 
regulation who (a) received training 
from institutions in a State or foreign 
jurisdiction which did not accredit 
training in that particular field at the 
time of graduation, or (b) practiced in 
a State or foreign jurisdiction which 
did not license that particular field or 
which did not allow special eligibility 
to take a licensure examination for 
those who did not graduate from an ac-
credited educational program; provided 
that such persons show evidence of 
training, experience, and competence 
determined by the Office of Personnel 
Management or the employing agency 
to be equally protective of patient 
health and safety. 

(7) The following persons are exempt-
ed from these standards: 

(i) Persons who are trained to per-
form, or perform, covered radiologic 
procedures in emergency situations 
which preclude use of fully qualified 
personnel; and 

(ii) Students in approved training 
programs. 

(8) A department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the Federal government 
may, after consultation with the Sec-
retary, use alternative criteria which 
it determines would offer equivalent 
protection of patient health and safety. 

(b) States. The States may, but are 
not required to, adopt standards for ac-

creditation and credentialing that are 
consistent with the standards set out 
in the appendixes to this part. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 75—STANDARDS 
FOR ACCREDITATION OF EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS FOR RADIOGRAPHERS 

A. Description of the Profession 

The radiographer shall perform effectively 
by: 

1. Applying knowledge of the principles of 
radiation protection for the patient, self, and 
others. 

2. Applying knowledge of anatomy, posi-
tioning, and radiographic techniques to ac-
curately demonstrate anatomical structures 
on a radiograph. 

3. Determining exposure factors to achieve 
optimum radiographic technique with a min-
imum of radiation exposure to the patient. 

4. Examining radiographs for the purpose 
of evaluating technique, positioning, and 
other pertinent technical qualities. 

5. Exercising discretion and judgment in 
the performance of medical imaging proce-
dures. 

6. Providing patient care essential to 
radiologic procedures. 

7. Recognizing emergency patient condi-
tions and initiating lifesaving first aid. 

B. Sponsorship 

1. Accreditation will be granted to the in-
stitution that assumes primary responsi-
bility for curriculum planning and selection 
of course content; coordinates classroom 
teaching and supervised clinical education; 
appoints faculty to the program; receives 
and processes applications for admission; and 
grants the degree or certificate documenting 
completion of the program. 

2. Educational programs may be estab-
lished in: 

(a) Community and junior colleges, senior 
colleges, and universities; 

(b) Hospitals; 
(c) Medical schools; 
(d) Postsecondary vocational/technical 

schools and institutions; and 
(e) Other acceptable institutions which 

meet comparable standards. 
3. The sponsoring institutions and affil-

iate(s) must be accredited by a recognized 
agency. When the sponsoring institution and 
affilitate(s) are not so recognized, they may 
be considered as meeting the requirements of 
accreditation if the institution meets or ex-
ceeds established equivalent standards. 

C. Instructional Facilities 

1. General. Appropriate classroom and clin-
ical space, modern equipment, and supplies 
for supervised education shall be provided. 

2. Laboratory. Energized laboratories uti-
lized for teaching purposes shall be certified 
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